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In response to the office action dated March 1, 2004, please amend the subject 
patent application as follows. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 



Please delete the paragraph from p. 4 line 5 to p. 5 line 14, and substitute therefor 
the following replacement paragraph: 



The preferred embodiments of the present invention will hereinafter be described 
in conjunction with the appended drawings, where like designations denote like elements, 
and: 



FIG. 1 is a block diagram of computer systems that may intercommunicate on a 
network; 
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FIG. 2 is a block diagram of programs that run on a prior art node to support 
multicast communication in a clustered computing environment; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the clustered communication mechanism 260 shown 
in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a clustered communication mechanism in accordance 
with the preferred embodiments; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the concepts behind the sliding send window of the 
preferred embodiments; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a computer system in accordance with the preferred 
embodiments that serves as a node in a cluster; 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing three different computer systems that are 
interconnected via a local area network (LAN) in a cluster; 

FIG. 8 is a diagram that shows the prior art interaction between the nodes of FIG. 

7; 

FIG. 9 is a diagram that shows the interaction between the nodes of FIG. 7 in 
accordance with the preferred embodiments; 

FIG. 10 is a flow diagram of a method for implementing a sliding send window in 
accordance with the preferred embodiments; 

FIG. 1 1 is a block diagram showing the information contained in a message 
header in accordance with the preferred embodiments; 

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing that a delayed ACK flag is part of the flags 
portion 1 1 14 of the header in FIG. [12] 11; 

FIG. 13 is a block diagram that shows a sample hybrid network connection 
between four nodes located on different local area networks (LANs); 

FIG. 14 is a block diagram showing features of node A shown in FIGS. 13 and 15; 

and 

FIG. 15 is a diagram that shows the interaction between the nodes of FIG. 13 in 
accordance with the preferred embodiments. 




Please delete the paragraph at p. 16 lines 1-15, and substitute therefor the 
following replacement paragraph: 



Referring now to FIG. 10, a method 1010 shows the steps performed in one 
exemplary method in accordance with the preferred embodiments when a message is in 
the send queue of a node (step 1020). The message is sent to the specified recipients 
(step 1030). The message may be a multicast message for all nodes in a group, or may be 
a point-to-point message that is communicated directly to each recipient node. Note that 
the recipient node(s) may be different than the nodes in a group, allowing multicast and 
point-to-point communications to be [intermingles] intermineled while preserving the 
ordering of messages from a particular source. The specified recipients then process the 
message (step 1040). If the message specifies an immediate acknowledge (or ACK) (step 
1050= YES), the ACK is sent by each recipient as soon as the recipient processes the 
message (step 1060). However, if the message does not specify an immediate 
acknowledge (step 1050=NO), the ACK for the message is delayed and grouped with one 
or more ACKs for subsequent messages (step 1070). In this manner a recipient can group 
together ACKs into a single ACK that specifies that multiple messages are being 
acknowledged. 



